THE PRINCESS ANNE
you have to be angry with me, and I do assure you if you do
continue to be angry with me you are very unjust, for I do love
you with all my heart and soul. Lady Anne asks for you very
often so that I think you would do well if you wrote to her to
thank her for her kindnesses in inquiring after your health. The
pains which you complain on is certainly caused by your catching
cold, so that if you have any kindness for me you will have a care
of yourself, for your life is as dear to me as is my own. I have
nothing more to add but that you and your children are the
dearest things to me in this world.
Wednesday
For my "Lady Churchill St ]ames's
The closing years of Charles II were calm. In the wake
of the passions of the Popish Plot and on the tide of Tory
reaction the country regathered something of its poise. It
seemed after a while as if the executions of the Popish and
Rye House Plots had balanced each other, and a fresh start
became possible. We observe the formation of a mass of
central opinion, which, if it did not mitigate the strife of
parties, could at least award the palm of success to the least
culpable. This peculiarly English phenomenon could never
henceforward be disregarded. Any party which ranged too
far upon its own characteristic course was liable to offend a
great body of men who, though perhaps marked by party
labels, were by no means prepared to associate themselves
with party extravagances.
At the end of the reign we see Charles working with
several representatives of this moderate Tory view. Among
these, opposed to Popery, opposed to France, mildly adverse
to Dissent, content with peace, and respecting the govern-
ment of King and Parliament, the famous Halifax was pre-
eminent. His nature led him to turn against excess in any
quarter; he swam instinctively against the stream. The taunt
of ** Trimmer" levelled at him by disappointed partisans
has been accepted by history as the proof of his uprightness
and sagacity. He compared himself with justice to the
temperate zone which lies between " the regions in which
men are frozen and the regions in which they are roasted,"
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